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Comparison of English references from journals of different
medical colleges and universities / CHEN Ruifang

Abstract Sampled journals of medical colleges and universities
were divided into 3 groups: MEDLINE covered university journals,
other medical university journals, journals of medical colleges. Six
kinds of journals were chosen in each group. Ten English
references were randomly selected from each article published in
these journals in 2008. It was found that 67 errors existed in the
180 English references. The errors in the three groups were 17, 19
and 31, respectively. Errors in the composition of the first three
were the author names 28 (29% ), article titles 27 (28% ),
journal titles 18 (19% ). We suggest that, 1) every item of
English references must be examined in editing process; 2) Some
references must be checked randomly when receiving the authors’
contributions, and the manuscripts should be returned to the
authors if errors found; 3) The record retrieval is suggested to be
provided when the authors submit their articles.
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