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A survey of ethical issues in 10 Chinese medical journals // LEI
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QIAN Shouchu

Abstract For the understanding of the current situation of ethical
issues in medical journals, we analyzed all original research articles
on human subjects in 10 biomedical journals published by the
Chinese Medical Association in 2009. The policies of ethical issues
stated in the Instructions for Authors of the 10 journals were also
reviewed. The outcomes of this study were compared with related
literatures. Totally, 1 033 articles were included in this survey. We
found that although all the 10 journals require authors to describe
ethical issues in their submissions as shown in the Instructions for
Authors, the proportion of articles stating ethical issues ranged from
11.70% to 68.57% (mean 30.59% ), which was not completely
satisfactory. To improve this situation, authors, reviewers and
editors should realize the importance of addressing the ethical issue
in research papers. These requirements are in line with
international norms and are the embodiment of human civilization.
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