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Analysis of structural and content characteristics of English
abstracts in six domestic and international neuromedical journals
//WANG Zhijuan, FA Zhigiang, GUO Hongho

Abstract We summarize the structural and content
characteristics of English abstracts in six domestic and foreign
neuromedical journals. Our survey shows that four-heading
structured abstracts are used in the domestic neuromedical

journals and Ann Neurol which mostly reports clinical trials.

Non-structured abstracts are mostly used in Nat Neurosci
which mainly publishes basic research papers and Brain, a
comprehensive journal. Compared with the same type of
foreign journals. English abstracts of the domestic journals
have some problems, such as more lengthy writing, repetition
of objectives with title as well as methods with results, lack of
description of research significance in conclusions, and less
coherence in the four parts. In contrast, the foreign
neuromedical journals emphasize more on description of
background, results and research significance. The domestic
journals should learn the diverse forms of abstracts and content
structure in foreign journals, and strengthen the elaboration of
background and research significance to enhance the readability
and attractiveness.
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