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Advantages and misgivings of editing special issues ( columns)
for Chinese scientific journals: taking Chinese Journal of
Applied Ecology as an example//ZHANG Fengli

Abstract  Organizing special issues (columns) is an important
approach to increase the number of submissions and improve the
quality of scientific journals. Illustrated by the example of editing
three types of topics, i. e. commemorative activities, academic
conferences and editors, self-selections for Chinese Journal of
Applied Ecology, the topic planning and strategy of soliciting
contributions, authors source, publication period, and academic
quality evaluation are analyzed. The suggestions are proposed about
seizing the opportunity for the commemorative activities topics,
careful selection for academic conferences, and emphasis on peer
review for editors’ self-selections. Editorial departments could
make topic plans carefully and scientifically based on the
characteristics of the journal and topic types to improve the effect of
organizing special issues ( columns) and expand the academic
influence of journals.
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