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Analysis of grammatical voice and first person pronoun in
English abstracts of Chinese and foreign geotechnical
journals// PENG Qin,ZHANG Haifeng

Abstract In order to learn the developing tendency of English
expressions in geotechnical papers, this paper adopts the method of
quantitative statistics, builds a corpus of English abstracts from six
top Chinese and foreign geotechnical journals, and makes a
contrastive analysis of grammatical voice and first person pronoun in
the abstracts. The results demonstrate that in Chinese geotechnical
journals, there exists an overuse of passive voice, and the first
person pronoun is rarely used; while in foreign geotechnical
journals, the active voice is preferred and the first person pronoun
“we” is extensively used. At last, from the perspectives of the
editorial board, reviewer, English teacher and author, we put
forward some suggestions for how to write the English abstracts of
geotechnical papers, in hopes of increasing the overall quality of
English abstracts in Chinese geotechnical journals.
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5] 1 A method to detect the integrity of bored piles
intercalated with mud based on the temperature measure-

ment technology with optical fiber was proposed in this

paper. )

5] 2 This paper presents a quantitative risk assess-

ment to a very slow moving rock slope within a dam reser-

voir in the Province of British Columbia, Canada. *
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This paper presents a method to detect the integrity

of bored piles intercalated with mud based on the temper-
ature measurement technology with optical fiber.
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53 To better understand the cracking process of
expansive soil, rainfall — evaporation tests in laboratory
were conducted on expansive soil. The specimen was

weighed and photographed regularly during the test

process in order to record the development of cracks. The
image processing technique was employed to quantitative-
ly extract the parameters of crack features. It was found
that the cracking process consisted of phases of slow—
rapid—slow growth. "’

5] 4 1In this study, we present the first detailed ex-
amination and modeling of landslide mechanisms in these
materials. We find that pelitic schist commonly contains
black, graphite — rich layers. By examining microscopic
textures, we find that ductile gravitational shearing com-

monly occurs within these weaker layers. """’
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To better understand the cracking process of expan-
sive soil, we conducted the rainfall — evaporation tests on
expansive soil in laboratory. We weighed and photo-
graphed the specimen regularly during the test process in
order to record the development of cracks. We employed
the image processing technique to quantitatively extract
We found that the

cracking process consisted of phases of slow — rapid —

the parameters of crack features.

slow growth.
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