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Abstract

criticisms and/or negative editorial decisions are becoming

Appeals from authors against the peer referees’

universal across the field of academic journals. However, there are
currently no efficient editorial mechanisms for addressing such
appeals. Based on the practice of Chinese Journal of Natural
Medicines together with the analysis of common reasons for appeals,
I suggest that it is important for academic journals to establish
appropriate, transparent and justified mechanisms to resolving
appeals of manuscript rejection from authors. A series of
practicable strategies are proposed: rejecting manuscripts at the
first screen with specific comments which are sufficient to support a
decision of rejection; writing letter to appeal politely with adequate
and sufficient reasons and avoiding formatted rejection letter;
improving communication skills with authors; strengthening re-
review of re-submitted manuscripts and making a careful comparison
between the original edition and the resubmitted edition; and
pointing out clearly online the mechanisms and procedures for
various kinds of appeals/rebuttals. With improved appeals-
addressing mechanisms, academic journals may become more
trustable and attractive to more authors, complementing to potential
limitations of peer review and thereby improving the reputation of
journals.
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