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Abstract The peer-reviewer’ s comments play an important role
on the final decision of manuscripts submitted to academic medical
journals. The financial conflict of interest among peer-reviewers is
likely to affect the academic orientation of product-related
manuscripts, and thus affect the fairness of academic content.

Journals are obliged to promote peer-reviewers to disclose their
conflicts of interest during the review process in order to enhance
academic transparency. This study investigated 17 469 peer-
reviewers from Chinese Medical Association Publishing House, to
assess the endorsement of financial conflict of interest disclosure by
peer-reviewers in China, and to analyze the discrepancies between
different disciplines, gender or age range. This study may provide
some evidence for medical journals to explore and develop effective
measures to promote conflict of interest disclosure among peer-
reviewers in China.
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