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Common bias in peer review of medical research papers and
avoidance strategy//WU Fei, SUN Qin

Abstract Peer review is an important step for journals to select
better manuscripts and ensure the quality of published ones. The
review process may be influenced by deliberate or unintentional bias
of reviewers, editors and authors, resulting in inaccurate review
results. This paper summarized the common review bias of medical
papers, such as content bias, conservative bias, conflict of
interest, identity or geographical bias of the authors, and discussed
the current model of peer review among domestic and foreign
journals and put forward some suggestions to avoid the bias. Each
journal may adopt one or more review models according to its actual
situation, carefully choose reviewers who majored in the specific
field without conflicts of interest. Try to avoid one-vote veto and
strictly implement the three-level-review system. Cherish the
scientific research achievements of the authors and build a channel
for the authors to appeal. Ensure that the advantages of the paper
are recognized and the weaknesses are analyzed, and provide
constructive suggestions for the author to help them improve their
research and writing skill, and minimize the bias in the review
process.
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