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Practice of an “editor-board member collaborative mode” to
handle manuscripts for English sci-tech journals: a case study
of Avian Research//CHENG Pengjun, ZHANG Tieming

Abstract How to accelerate the article handling process is a key
issue for sci-tech journals. Some English journals in specific
disciplines are facing the difficulty of finding suitable peer reviewers
timely, which has become a constraint for the journal development.
This paper, taking Avian Research, an English journal of
ornithology as an example, introduces how the editorial office
adopts an “ editor-board member collaborative mode” and assists
the board members to seek proper peer reviewers in a much quicker
way when the board members have limited time to access to the
online article-handling system, so as to accelerate the review
process. By applying this mode, the review process of Avian
Research has been accelerated considerably, and the review quality
has also been improved. The paper also points out that under this
mode editors should defend the board members ’ role in
safeguarding manuscript quality and try to reduce the proportion of
rejecting review invitations by potential reviewers. The practice will
provide reference for journals that have the same quandary.
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