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Analysis of cover paper elements of general sci-tech periodicals
in China//GAO Shan

Abstract To understand the characteristics of cover paper display
of general sci-tech periodicals in China, and to provide references
for cover design and dissemination of publicaitons. This paper put
forward the concept of journal’ s theme paper, which divided into
structural element, body element and associated element. Taking
285 general sci-tech journals of natural science and engineering in
China as examples, this paper discussed the presentation of the
theme paper elements on the cover of periodicals. The proportion of
theme paper elements presentation on the cover of periodicals was
not high, only 17. 5%. Among various presentations, the
proportion of structural elements accounted for 62% , mainly
composed of title and author information; that of body elements
accounted for 50% , mainly composed of paper illustrations and
subject illustrations; and that of associated elements accounted for
48% , mainly composed of the name of identifying or specific
columns. The cover design of should be improved by putting stress
on more close relationship with the content of the theme papers,
proper selection of structural, body and associated elements into the
cover design, to make the cover paper more attractive, more
asthetic, and more influencing.
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