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Study on accuracy of data in abstracts of published research
articles // YANG Lili, MA Bo, HUANG Xinwen, ZHANG Meiling
Abstract For the purpose of studying the accuracy of data in
abstracts, the authors checked three Medline indexed medical
journals published in Chinese language: Zhong hua fu chan ke za
zhi, Zhong hua er ke za zhi, zhong guo dang dai er ke za zhi.
Thirty randomly selected samples per journal were included in this
study. Deficient abstract was defined when the data were not
consistent to the corresponding part in the text or could not be found
in the text. The results show that the proportion of deficient
abstracts was 23% , 37% and 13% for these three journals
respectively. No significant difference was found with the proportion
among the three journals (P > 0.05). The conclusion is that it is
common for the data inconsistency in the abstracts comparing with
the full text, and some may lead to misunderstanding by the
readers.
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