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Alphabetization of Chinese geographical names based on the
Pinyin system: an essential patriotic detail in sci-tech
journals //ZHANG Yan,QIU Hui

Abstract It is required by laws of China that Chinese geographical
names should be spelt by the Pinyin system in place of the Wade-
Giles system. However, the alphabetization of Chinese geographical
names by the Wade-Giles system is still prevalent in the domestic
sci-tech journals. " Yangtze River" rather than " Changjiang" , as
an example to illustrate this point, is widely used in many journals.
Our preliminary research finds that many international leading sci-
tech journals accept and advocate the alphabetization of Chinese
geographical names based on the Pinyin system. Therefore, we
conclude that the alphabetization of Chinese geographical names by
the Wade-Giles system is a product of semi-colonial China and a
sign of poor and weak China. Much attention should be paid to the
alphabetization of Chinese geographical names based on the Pinyin
system in sci-tech journals, which reflects an essential detail of
patriotism.
Key words  Chinese geographical names;" Changjiang" ; pinyin
system ; Wade-Giles system
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