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Abstract The author summaries some perceptions in the past ten
years about e-journals, elaborates the definition of e-journals, and
analyzes three online paths of academic journals in China. Some
results of investigation carried out by the author’s research team in
recent years about the number of journals in China having their
autonomous websites are presented and compared with results from
other institutions such as China Association for Science and
Technology. Then the author analyzes eight functions of journal
website and proves how it can promote communication efficiency
and improve impact factor of journals. The author holds that e-
journal is an inevitable evolution of academic journal and
autonomous website is the route that academic journals must take to
evolve.
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