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On the assessment of the first article in one volume of
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Abstract The journal impact fact cannot be used to effectively
evaluate a single publication. The first article in each volume of a
journal is always regarded to be of high quality. This paper
conducts an assessment on the so-called " first articles" from a
viewpoint of single publication evaluation by using the h-index and
total citation (TC) of a specific paper based on the CSTPCD
database which was developed by ISTIC. As it reveals, the " first
articles" have a higher impact than that of other papers published
in the same volume of a journal. Meanwhile, about 38% of the "
first articles" have the highest h-index, and 10% have the highest
citations in one volume.
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