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Abstract  According to the publishing language and the authors’
nationality, all of the Chinese journals indexed by SCI-E are classified
into three groups: a national level journal is defined as a journal in
which more than 50% of the articles are published in Chinese, and
submitted by authors from China (Group A), a foreign language
journals is defined as a journal in which more than 50% of the articles
are published in English, with more than 50% of articles submitted by
authors from China (Group B), and an international level journal is
defined as a journal in which more than 50% articles are submitted by
non-Chinese authors. The academic level of journals in Groups A and
B are lower than world average, and this situation has little change
during 20012011, while Group C has achieved a significant increase
during this period, and has exceeded the world average level in 2011.
Journals cannot achieve a higher academic level only by changing the
publishing language into English. On the other hand, the average
number of articles published in Group C journals is 117.27 per year,
less than that of Groups A and B, and keeps decreasing from 2007.
Compared to the huge demands of publishing articles in SCI-E indexed
journals, the number of periodicals indexed by SCI-E published in

China is far from enough. Given this situation, more English journals
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should be funded. But the academic level and role of these journals
should be evaluated as well.
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