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Triple-section law: the rule of Chinese academic journals’
titles / MA Zheng, WANG Jingting

Abstract
Chinese S&T Papers Citations Database of China (2013) , we found

Through the analysis of the 1919 journals indexed in

that the rule of the journals’ titles is the Triple-Section Law, which
is composed by Front Determiners (FD) , Subject Categories (SC)
and Document Type ( DT ). The FD includes the regional
qualifiers, time determiners, other determiners. The SC contains
four categories: first-level discipline, second-level discipline,
third-level discipline and multi-discipline. The DT can be divided
into three categories, such as the research letters, articles and
review. The study found that: about two thirds of the journal titles
focus on third-level discipline. There is a gap between the journal-
positioning defined with using words in title and the real situation
for some journals. There also is the misunderstanding by the
duplicating title from international famous journal name, and using
punctuation and Latin letters with Chinese words together in title.
Keywords  academic journal title; triple-section law; front
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