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Abstract Organizing featured topics is an important approach to
improve the quality and brand of journals, and special topics
planning is the key to achieve this goal. Illustrated by the example
of the topic “coal combustion and pollution prevention theory and
technology” for Clean Coal Technology, the application of data
mining in planning special issue and soliciting contributions is
analyzed. The direction of the topics is determined through CNKI
and national science and technology report service system, and
excellent author resources are found through Baidu Scholar, CNKI
and so on. At last, communication effect of the special issue is
analyzed. The results show that hot frontiers of science, reader
demands and excellent authors can be obtained through data
mining. As for the statistics of citations and downloads of papers in
2015 in CNKI, the ratios of papers in Clean Coal Technology
special issues are 36% and 40% of the top 50 papers,
respectively. In short, planning special issues and soliciting
contributions of Clean Coal Technology have obtained a good result,
and academic influence of journal has been expanded.
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