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Abstract

subject index of sci-tech print journals on-demand, we designed a

To demonstrate the reasonability of compiling annual

questionnaire to investigate the age and professional title of
respondents. The respondents were classified into different
categories according to the above-mentioned information, so as to
clarify whether they know about the annual subject index of our
journal or not, and their preferable way and habit in searching
articles of our journal and retrieving medical literatures. Among the
327 respondents, the proportion of respondents aged 21-30 years
who know about the existence of annual subject index of our print
journal was obviously less (P < 0.05), compared to those aged
41-50 or 51 -60 years. Compared with respondents with senior
titles, the proportion of respondents without any title, with primary
and mediumgrade titles who know about the existence of annual
subject index of our print journal was obviously lower (P < 0.05).
Less than 38% of the respondents aged in each year rank and those
with each professional title would like to retrieve articles in our
journal through print journal, indicating a decreased awareness of
the annual subject index of our print journal and low application

rate of the index among young readers; most of the readers tend to

tEREE

search journal articles through internet. The compiling of annual
subject index in print journal has lost its functions and importance,
which makes it reasonable to omit on demand.
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