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Abstract
(IF) and 5 - year impact factor, immediacy index (IM) and total

In this paper, the relationships between impact factor

cites (TC) are analyzed. The results show the correlations between
IF and the first two indexes are significant, while the correlation
between IF and TC is weak. The IF and total cites are suggested as
two most important indicators when evaluating the academic impact
of a journal. Based on these two indicators, the rationality of the
journal clout index (CI) is addressed. Using IF and CI, the impact
of some international journals is ranked, and the result shows that
the ranking by CI is closer to the empirical knowledge of the
specialists than that by IF.
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