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The optimization strategies on progress tracking of peer review
in academic journals//ZHAN Lijuan, HUO Zhenxiang, HU
Xiaoyang, WANG Xiaozui, YE Ranling

Abstract The progress tracking of peer review on detect
manuscirpts with abnormal process in advance and therefore has a
direct influence on peer review time control. The analysis based on
420 questionnaires shows: 1) The progress tracking of peer review
mainly depends on reminding e-mails sent by the manuscript
platform, but the e-mails are sent closely before the peer review
deadline. Most editors do not actively contact reviewers until the
peer review deadline is due. 2)72.86% editors ask the reviewers
for responding invitation e-mails, however, there is neither a
replying deadline nor a convenient operation mode, which may
reduce the incentives of reviewers’ reply in time. Then, a further
analysis on 496 case data reveals that it is necessary to set
reminding e-mails from the platform and track the process of peer
review manually as early as possible, especially when reviewers
haven’ t replied the first reminding. Based on the surveys and the
interviews, the paper proposes the following optimization strategies :
1) Put more emphasis on the progress tracking. 2) Optimize the
functions of reminders from the platform from many angles. 3)
Indentify the key objects tracked by editors. 4) Promote the
progress tracking embedded the service for reviewers. 5) Refine the
invitation letters of peer review. These strategies will help editors to

detect abnormal manuscripts during the peer review as early as
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possible and realize the effective peer review tracking and
management.
Keywords peer review; the period of peer review; the progress

tracking of peer review; reminder of peer review; peer
review invitations
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