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Analysis and countermeasures on surge of “equal contribution”
authors in scientific and technological journal publications//
WANG Ningning, YOU Suning, LIU Hongxia, LYU Peng,
ZHANG Jiawei, SHEN Xibin

Abstract Through an analysis of articles authored with *equal
contribution” in the Chinese Medical Journal Full-text Database,
this study pointed out that the attribution of authors with “equal
contribution” has become increasingly widespread in scientific and
technological journals because of the emergence of interdisciplinary
cooperations and cross-border innovations, and the vital role of
academic evaluation in the midst of an absence of supervision. We
suggested that the control of this phenomenon should be rooted in
policy guidance and aim to achieve a new balance between
encouraging interdisciplinary cooperation, integrating domains, and
promoting innovation with proper attribution through the
establishment of diversified evaluation mechanisms. What’ s more,
the scientific and technological journals should create an honest and
ethical publishing environment, clearly define academic
contributions, and encourage more research under proper guidance,
standardized attribution, and a robust innovation mechanism.
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