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Shortening the time for peer review in academic journals//
ZHAN Lijuan, LI Mu, HE Jing, HU Xiaoyang, HUO Zhenxiang
Abstract Time control is a critical issue during the whole process
of peer review, while that during the period of under-reviewing is
mostly overlooked. There are several ways to solve this problem,
such as inviting more peer reviewers than necessary, increasing
peer-reviewers from the beginning and shortening the time for
additional review. Here, we conducted surveys on the status quo of
these methods. The results showed that the numbers of experts
invited for the first time in most journals were equal to those of
required comments, and some difficult manuscripts would be set for
additional reviewers only after one review cycle. The time of
additional review of some journals with long period of peer review
was not reduced. All of the above lead to a state of low intervention
during peer-review. Based on what we found, we proposed that the
number of experts invited for the first time should be larger than the
number of required comments, but not as many as possible. The
list of experts and time for additional review should be determined
and classified in advance. And the time of additional review could

be reduced to three weeks or less. Make full use of artificial
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intelligence technology in manuscript management process to lighten

the burden of editors. We should take multiple measures to

optimize the time control of peer review, improve the efficiency of
peer review and help to build world-class academic journals in
China.
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