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Analysis of the phenomenon of abnormal increase in citation of
retracted papers and suggestions for governance: the case of
Wakefield’ s retraction paper//WANG Chenyang, CHU Jianxun
Abstract The current situation of abnormal increase in citation of
retracted papers is a new issue in the governance of scientific
ethics, and an in — depth study of this issue can help to explore the
reasons for the increase in citation instead of decrease and the
countermeasures of governance. Taking the Andrew Wakefield’ s
Lancet retracted paper (1998) as an example, this paper analyzed
the characteristics of temporal distribution, spatial distribution,
influence of cited literature and citation attitude of cited literature of
retracted papers at the stages of non — retracted, partially retracted
and completely retracted papers by scientometrics methods. There
is an abnormal increase of citation after retraction in Wakefield’ s
paper, with up to 81.55% of citations published after partial or full
retraction, and show a diffusion trend at the language and country
levels, and the cited literature has a great influence. The citation
value of retracted papers should be viewed dialectically, and
suggestions for its governance should be made from the perspectives
of authors, databases, journal editorial boards, and the academic
community.
Keywords retracted papers; citation; academic ethics;
academic journal
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