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Research and counter measure suggestions on copyright
agreements in China’s geoscience journals in the theera of
digital publishing: an example from the journals of China
Geological Survey//SHEN Liang, LI Ruiling, ZHANG Yanqiu,
MENG Jie, GUO Hui

Abstract In the era of digital publishing, in order to promote the
high-quality development of geoscience journals in China and better
protect the copyrights of the editorial departments and authors of the
journals, it is necessary to study the copyright agreements of
geoscience journals in China. Based on the data collection and
questionnaire survey, 27 journals belonging to China Geological
Survey were taken as the research objects, and the current situation
of the copyright agreement name, copyright agreement signing
form, agreed rights and obligations, authorization time and
geographical scope of each journal belonging to China Geological
Survey was investigated and analyzed, and the existing problems
were identified and countermeasures were put forward. According to
the survey results, the copyright agreements of 27 journals
belonging to China Geological Survey have problems such as non-

standard and unreasonable formulation of copyright agreements,
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insufficient attention to new publishing models such as digital
publishing, insufficient protection of authors’ rights, and weak
legal awareness of editors and authors. In view of these problems,
we put forward corresponding countermeasures and suggestions: the
editorial department should formulate a standardized and reasonable
copyright agreement to comprehensively improve the legal effect of
the agreement; pay attention to new publishing models such as
digital publishing, and promote the transformation and development
of the publishing model of periodicals under the bureau; the
editorial department and the authors should respect each other and
protect the rights and interests of both parties legally and
reasonably; and give full play to the advantages of journal
management of the China Geological Survey to enhance the legal
awareness of editors and authors.
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